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What is an Outdoor Classroom?
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Benefits of an Outdoor Classroom
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Social Distancing Fun Projects Happy Kids



pg.10
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Process

pg.6

��
Engage the
Community

Pitch your idea to the teachers, 
students, and principal of the 
school and the superintendent 
of the district where you 
want to provide the Outdoor 
Classroom. Get parents and 
students excited project!

pg.7

��
Secure

Funding

Seek out grants and donations 
that can provide funding for 
your project. Consider grants 
related to COVID-19, health and 
fitness, arts and education, and 
children’s mental well-being.

pg.8

��
Gather a

Planning Team

Make sure your team includes 
teachers and sta� of the 
school, designers, community 
and children’s advocates, and 
volunteers.

pg.9

��
Choose

Site

Select one or two spots on the 
school’s campus for your 
Outdoor Classroom. Consider 
adjacency to the indoor class
rooms, low noise levels, access 
to shade trees, desirable ground 
conditions, and surrounding 
activities throughout the day. 
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Process

pg.10

��
Get Necessary
Permissions

Once you have your general plan 
and location for your Outdoor 
Classroom, make sure to get the 
go-ahead from the principal, 
superintendent, and teachers. 

pg.11-21

��
Design Your

Outdoor Classroom

Work with your design team to 
utilize the site to provide an 
ideal environment for outdoor 
learning. Choose materials, 
consider shade, and prioritize 
comfort and safety in your 
design.  

pg.22

��
Install Your

Outdoor Classroom

Your Outdoor Classroom can be 
installed by design professionals, 
volunteers, contractors, or local 
organizations depending on the 
level of construction required. 
Consider maintenance for 
permanent installations. 

pg.23

��
Teach 

and Learn!

Demonstrate all the possible 
functions of your Outdoor 
Classroom to the teachers and 
students. Consider an open 
house or other public event to 
get the users excited about 
teaching and learning in the 
space. 
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Engage the Community
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Secure Funding
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Grant Opportunities - Where to Start
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Project Organizer

School Officials Designers

This person keeps the project 
on track and moving forward. 

Volunteers

Community volunteers can 
help build your Outdoor 
Classroom. Reach out to 

organizations such as 
scouts, youth groups, and 

garden clubs.

Work with the principal(s), 
teachers, and students of the 

school, as well as the 
Superintendent of the school 
district to keep them informed 

and to take advantage of 
their resources.

Consider using an 
experienced design team, 

such as the Small Town Center, 
to maximize potential of 

the new space.
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Gather a Planning Team
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Choose a Site
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Get Necessary Permissions
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Design Your 
Outdoor Classroom
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Design Your 
Outdoor Classroom
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Ground Surface

��

Tips! 
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Ground Surface
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Laid Surface - Rigid Tiles
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Sifted Surface - Mulch or 
Crushed Limestone
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Tips! Continued
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Rolled Surface - 
Rubber Tiles or Rolls
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Seating
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Tips! 
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Seating
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Natural Objects - Wood 
Stumps or Large Rocks
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Work Surface
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Tips! 
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Work Surface
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Drawing Horses
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Shade
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Tips! 
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Storage
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Tips! 
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Specialized Equipment
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Tips! 
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Sink & Surface Hose Connection
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Handwashing Station - Stainless
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Accessories
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Install Your Outdoor Classroom
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Henderson Ward Stewart 
Elementary Case Study - Before

After - Henderson Ward Stewart 
Elementary Outdoor Classroom
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Teach and Learn!
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Images taken at Henderson Ward Stewart Elementary Open House
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